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The Message Bubble

I experimented with different looks for the 

message bubbles. The traditional look was 

viewed as cartoon-like and removing the bub-

bles entirely was viewed as awkward. Since 

the message that you send in on the right 

side, right aligning text becomes difficult to 

read, especially if the text is long. 

Placing the text in an outline box not only 

helped to define the text, but also integrate it 

with the background of the weather. To further 

push a quick read of which side the message 

is coming from, I squared off bottom corner, 

making is a subtle arrow.



Sarcastic & Joking
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Sarcastic & Joking

Sarcastic Aura (top):  

http://youtu.be/XUgSfp2k7vk

Joking Aura (bottom): 

http://youtu.be/imWcR5CLvx0

The participants were confused by the sar-

castic aura (one said “under the weather) 

and all the participants viewed the joking 

aura as happy. Through discussion, I realized 

that joking and sarcasm are the same thing. 

Sarcasm is merely a snarky joke. I therefore 

will throw out the sarcastic aura and use the 

rainbow to signify happiness.



Happy
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Happy

Happy Aura: 

http://youtu.be/3eGBq-Kem6c

The participants interpreted this as generally 

positive and fun. Since the rainbow aura from 

the previous page will now signify happy, I 

will make this signify joking. The animation of 

the sun will be refined to be more playful.



Flirtatious
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Flirtatious

Fliratious Aura: 

http://youtu.be/juRvOUBt5qU

The participants interpreted this as generally 

positive and playful. None immeditaely saw it 

as fliratious but it made sense to them after I 

told them my intention. The red cheeks on the 

sun (seen in the video) were not interpreted 

as blushing and one partcipant said a better 

word would be “romantic.” It was suggested 

that the sky be more rosy and instead of the 

sun blushing, the sky can blush. 



Nonchalant
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Nonchalant

Nonchalant Aura: 

http://youtu.be/sQTh_5GN41w

The participants interpreted this as laid-back 

and this was exactly my intention.



Awkward & Confused
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Awkward & Confused 

Awkward Aura (top): 

http://youtu.be/opWOUZZ7AoY

Confused Aura (bottom): 

http://youtu.be/80vGkjYhaKQ

None of the participants knew what the 

awakward aura meant and the confused aura 

was viewed as something slightly negatively 

but nothing definite. It became clear to me 

that a confused aura is not needed because a 

user would more than likely type “?,” “huh,” 

or “what?” It was suggested that if I make 

the text of the confused aura off-kilter then it 

would read as awkward.



Tired
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Tired

Tired Aura: 

http://youtu.be/wJc2VtCQonM

The participants interpreted this as a play-

ful sleepiness. Close to what I wnted but not 

quite. The way the text floats down and stars 

pop in is seen as playful. It was suggested 

that I just have the text lurch in from the left 

(jerky) and the stars slowly open like eyes.



Scared
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Scared

Scared Aura: 

http://youtu.be/T3vzetmbboc

The participants interpreted this as sleepy 

with a slightly negative tone. Once I told them 

my intention, it was suggested that I make the 

purple much darker, close to black, remove 

the clouds, and make it a full moon. The ani-

mation of the text will then make more sense.



Sad
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Sad

Sad Aura: 

http://youtu.be/CZEig6r-9Ao

The participants interpreted this as sad. They 

did  not feel that the slow hopping of the text 

went well with the slow rain. It was sug-

gested that the text simply rise slowly from 

the bottom and then slump down in place.



Stressed
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Stressed

Stressed Aura: 

http://youtu.be/WXd7byPSQII

The participants interpreted this as slightly 

angry. After I explained my intention, it was 

suggested that the text should shake in just 

as it does when the wind is introduced as 

opposed to the jittering. It was also suggested 

that clouds may not need to have rain.



Angry

 

AU R A : User Testing of Emotional Expressions

Angry

Angry Aura: 

http://youtu.be/6zG9SmEbZsE

The participants interpreted this as definitely  

angry. It was suggested that this be all thun-

der and no rain.


