














Invitation

 

V E N T: The Discussion Party

The Invitation
initial design

Your Host 

David Spears

Message  

I am developing a thesis on improving text 

messages, especially for people in relation-

ships. Please watch the summary video on my 

thesis website: kissmethroughthephone.org.

I could really use your input! Come discuss 

your experiences at my discussion party, with 

lots of food, drinks, and actives. 

Between now and the party, please note any 

miscommunication and frustrations you have 

due to texting with your partner. We will be 

discussing these at length.

Please arrive 15 minutes early (1:45pm). 

Contact me at david.ant.spears@gmail.com 

or call at 301-873-0154 with any questions or 

concerns. I’m looking forward to your ideas!

What 

Discussion Party

Where 

1209 Morse Street NE 

Washington, DC 20002

When 

September 27th, 2014, 2pm

ENT
 

YOU’RE INVITED to a 
discussion party to help 
improve text messages.

digital invitation sent on celebrations.com to gather 7–15 participants



Invitation

 

L E T ’ S  C H AT: Discussion Party

The Invitation
final design (animated gif)

Your Host 

David Spears

Message  

Standard text messages are often misinter-

preted because they are an incomplete form 

of communication: they are simply words. 

My thesis aims to infuse nonverbal cues with 

text messages to help your partner under-

stand the feeling behind your message and 

bring you closer to the one you love. 

I could really use your input! Come discuss 

your experiences at my discussion party, with 

lots of food, drinks, and actives. 

Between now and the party, please note any 

miscommunication and frustrations you have 

due to texting with your partner. We will be 

discussing these at length.

Please arrive 15 minutes early (1:45pm). 

Contact me at david.ant.spears@gmail.com 

or call at 301-873-0154 with any questions or 

concerns. I’m looking forward to your ideas!

What 

Discussion Party

Where 

1209 Morse Street NE 

Washington, DC 20002

When 

September 27th, 2014, 2pm

DISCUSSI N
PARTY
You’re invited to a group discussion on 
how text messsages can be improved. 

LET’S CHAT (IN PERSON)

 

digital invitation sent on celebrations.com to gather 7–15 participants



 Plan

 

1:45 p.m. O P E N I N G  Guests arrive 

  Write names of name tags & envelopes 

  Take their photos 

  Let them settle in & chat with each other

2:15 p.m. I N T R O D U CT I O N * Call to start & recording disclaimer 

  Thank everyone & about self / thesis 

  Purpose of party 

  Participants introduce themselves briefly

2:25 p.m. B R E A K U P  L E T T E R * Prompt participants to write breakup letters to text messaging 

  What’s not working? How did you two try to fix things?  

  Why breaking up? Who are you leaving for?

2:35 p.m. S H A R E  B R E A K U P  Participants read letters to group 

 L E T T E R  Fold letters & put in envelopes

2:55 p.m. S TO R Y T E L L I N G  Participants share stories about last time they experienced confussion,  

  miscommunication, frustration with text messages (invitation prompt)

3:05 p.m. B O DY S TO R M I N G * Participants act how each person’s story could have been avoided,  

  clarified, resolved had they been face-to-face

3:35 p.m. S K E TC H I N G * Participants given print out of large iPhones (choose black or white) 

  Sketch + write ideas about how dream app would look + function 

  Brainstorm names for this app 

  Encourged to disregard current technology & talk to each other

4:10 p.m. S H A R E  S K E TC H E S  Share with group

4:30 p.m. C LO S I N G * Thank everyone  

   

*prompts for these can be found on the Script page

L E T ’ S  C H AT: Discussion Party

The Plan



Script

 

L E T ’ S  C H AT: Discussion Party

The Script

Introduction 

Hey everyone! Before we get started I want 

to say thank you for your participation and 

feedback. This party / workshop will be video 

recored and photographed. The video is for 

my own records bu the photographs will be 

used in a research book that I’ll be putting 

together. [start recording] I’d let to have you 

all introduce yourselves: your name and a lit-

tle about yourself. … Hi. I’m David Spears, an 

MFA graphic design student at the Academy 

of Art University. I hope you all had a chance 

to look at my thesis website and video but in 

case you didn’t my work is on how to improve 

text messages with nonverbal cues so that 

they’re less likely to be misinterpreted.

Breakup Letter 

So today you’re going to be breaking up with 

text messages. You’re tried several things 

and compromising but nothing seems to be 

working out. For five minutes, I’d like you 

to write a breakup letter to text messages 

explaining what’s not working and why, 

including what you’ve done to make things 

work out. Maybe even include who (or really 

what) you’ll be leaving text messages for. 

Please begin. [after sharing have them fold 

and put in envelopes]

Bodystorming 

Now that you’ve shared all of you’re stories 

I’d like to act them out to see how they could 

have resolved or even avoided altogether if the 

conversation had happened face-to-face. We’ll 

start with [choose person] and the person on 

the right will act as your partner. You two will 

reenact the scenario right here and the rest of 

you all will give feedback along the way.

Sketching 

Now I’d like you to imagine an app that could 

do anything you desired for better com-

munication. What would it look like? How 

would it function? What could it do? Don’t 

feel restricted to current technology. For 

instance maybe your app could emit smells. 

Also think of apps that you like and how 

you can incorporate those features. I have 

mock phones to sketch your app on. Even if 

you feel your ideas are silly or stupid I want 

them! And don’t trash your ideas. Simply put 

it aside and use as much paper as you like. 

Don’t feel comfortable sketching? Feel free 

to write your ideas as well. Have more than 

one idea? Even better! And feel free to talk 

to others. Also come up with some names for 

your app. Again write anything that comes to 

mind even if you think it’s silly or stupid. 

Closing 

Thank you all so much for your great stories 

and ideas. I wouldn’t be able to complete this 

thesis work without each of you. Please like 

my thesis Facebook page you go can see how 

it progresses. I hope you enjoyed this work-

shop and enjoy the rest of your evening.



Checklist

 

L E T ’ S  C H AT: Discussion Party

The Checklist

Documentation 

  photo assistant 

  SLR camera bag 

  tripod 

  video assistant 

  point & shoot camera 

  64 GB memory card 

  charger & extra battery

Food & Drink 

  4 white wines 

  2 red wines 

  sodas 

  water 

  vegetable platter 

  pita chips 

  hummus 

Activities 

  pencils 

  pens 

  markers 

  crayons 

  colored pencils 

  pencil sharper 

  pencil holder 

Facilitation 

  pen 

  pad of paper 

  plan 

  script 

  name tags 

  phone 

 

 

 

 

  plastic wine cups 

  small paper plates 

  napkins 

  table cloth 

 

  pad of ruled paper 

  plain paper 

  envelopes 

  iPhone printouts 



Floor Plan

 

L E T ’ S  C H AT: Discussion Party

The Floor Plan

L I V I N G  R O O M D I N I N G  R O O M

KITCHEN

BATHROOM

PANTRY

FOYER

The discussions and bodys-

torming will take place in 

the living room. Sketching 

will take place in the dining 

room. Food will be on the 

counter in the dining room.


